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ABOUT US

A world where no child, at no time, is 
hungry. No child should be hungry 
for nutrition, education, shelter, 
medical services, and opportunities 
to achieve their full potential. 

VisionMission
To help the poorest of the poor children to 

have better lives by giving them 
P.E.A.R.L.S. (Peace, Education, Aspiration, 

Respect, Love and Smiles) through 
education, empowerment, nutrition, 

nourishment, and healthcare. 
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The Board of Directors is composed of professionals and executives from diverse backgrounds and industries. With their
individual expertise and knowledge, they provide over-all guidance and strategic direction for the growth of Project PEARLS.

(L-R, top row) Sidney Snoeck, Jaime Lopa, William
Brandenburg (US Board),  (L-R, second row) Lut Vallefas-
Calupaz, Melissa Villa (Executive Director), Stephanie
McGuire, Ma. Victoria Young, and Hilary Anne Diaz (not in
photo) 

(L-R, top row) Daniel Bucher, Arnold Pedrigal,
Mailou San Gabriel, Melissa Poquiz, Arthur
Swanson, William Brandenburg, (L-R, second row)
Melissa Villa, Francesca Mateo. Cassie Eng &
Jonalyn Perez (Volunteers)
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(L-R, top row) Peachy Abellon, Monica Aclan, Arnesto
Dalina, Diana Lucas Nuñez, (L-R, second row) Ginny
Matabang, Karen Viel Beblañas, Jayr Panagsagan and
Divine Grace Degollacion

Full-time Staff

Community Core Teams

Core Staff and Volunteers
(L-R, top row) Azusa Yamasaki, Ginny Matabang, Monica Aclan, Rachel Isolo,
Salome Soria, Gelo Abellon, Peachy Abellon, Stephanie McGuire, Anne
Gonzales, Mae-mae Figuracion, Jane Tsai, Christine Sim, Angelo Dayego,
Cielo Montemayor, Edwin Dela Cruz, Rochel Dela Cruz, Ron Jason Pascual,
Vince Razalan, (L-R, second row) Karen Viel Beblañas, Cathy Baculi,
Francisca De Zwager, Clif Wilcox, Melissa Villa, Juan Villa, Francesca Mateo,
Wilma Dimailig, (L-R, third row) Mitos Peñaverde, Rizel Usa, Lilibeth Sucion,
Divine Degollacion, Jedda Punzalan, Emily Sagun, Wendell De Jesus

(L-R, top row) Monica Aclan, Liezel Alvarado, Ronalyn Abriol,
Juan Villa, Diana Lucas, Jocelyn Sunga, Jessie Labra, Arturo
Calingo, (L-R, second row) Divine Grace Degollacion, Jocelina
Trasmaño, Teresita Alvarado, Ma. Salome Degollacion,
Melissa Villa, Merly Ruta, Jonalyn Umali, (L-R, third row)
Justin Astor, Analyn Abriol, Emily Dordines, Karen Viel
Beblañas

Zamboanga Sibugay
Jason and Jennifer Cardente and PEARLS Scholars
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Tondo

(L-R) May Roselyn Baylon, Carol Paver, Cheryl Empeño Pibte,
Salome Soria, Mary Grace Cesar, Arnesto Dalina, Ludylyn
Baylon, Mae Figueroa, Celia Villamina, Erma Malalay, Baby
Grace Cajefe, (not in photo) Marcelino Ugsad

Bulacan



OUR HEROES

We are  able to do what we do because of the incredible heroes who wholeheartedly 
believe in our mission. Their generosity and support allow us to change the lives of 

children living in poverty and to create a better future for our nation.
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Meet the Education Champions, 
Hunger Warriors, and Life Changers.

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

Alexander Mann Solutions
Ana Maire L. Zhang
Andrew Wilson
Angela Nagata
Armina Ortiz
Arthur Swanson
Azusa Yamazaki
Benedikt Soller
Bernadette Medina
Bertrick B. Baylosis
Bri and Trevor Bulger
British Women's Association
Carmen Teves
Carmen Thompson
Ceciline Villadares
Chona Cairme
Clif Wilcox
Connie Araneta
Connie Villeta
Craig Benner
Craig Stiffler
Cris Rosenthal
Cristy Moreau
CS Foundation, Inc.
Daniel Bucher
Danielle Concepcion Upshaw
Daren Stone
David Emmanuel M. General
Diana Tayson
Didi Arreza
Dr. Fe Del Mundo Medical 
Center Foundation 
Philippines, Inc
Dr. Sissy Jimenez
Drew Black
EJ & Melissa Argayoso
Elizabeth Matthews
Elizabeth Terrell
FANCO
Ferdinand Bilstein
Fernando Narciso
Francesca Villa Mateo
Francisca de Zwager
Frealyn Bautista
Genevieve Balbido
Geodel P. Isip and Dana 
Angel Rocha
Gold Leaf Ink / Regina 
Estrada
Great Heart Charity Assoc.
Guidoamp
Gwen Chua
Hilary Anne Diaz
Ida Arreza
Indigo Finance Pty. Ltd.

Jade and Varee Evangelista
James Schenck
James Terrell
Jan Thomas Villanueva
Jelyn Tisang
Jennifer Cayanan
Jenny Hennesy
Joan Sheppard
Joe P. Neilson
Jose F. Toyco III
Juanita Torres
Julie Ann Davis
Katrina Holigores
Kaye Terso
Kristoffer Mark D Francisco
Kyle Dominique Cruz
La Salle Green Hills - Grade 8
Leen Vistro and Kamil Bailey
Lester Pederson
Liam Tovey
Lisa Macuja Elizalde
Loreto B. Roldan Jr.
Luzviminda Kanapi
Mamello
Marcy Brandenburg
Maria Aludia De Jesus
Maria Angeli T. Reyes
Maria Haydee Aureus
Maria Ranger
Marie Chile Pajarillo
Marie Young
Mark Warlters
Masanori Yamaguchi
Melissa Poquiz
Michael and Melanie 
Wilkinson
Michelle Concepcion-Reyes
Miguel Benedicto
Nena and Friends
Niña Buera & Friends
Nina Ricci Diaz
Oliver Tempel
Pacific Market International
Paulaena Franco
Peyman Parham
Pieter Marchant
Rae Audrey Ago
Recy Ago
Rolando Soria & Lenida 
Anchinges
Ronson Dy
Rotaract Club of Singapore 
West
Ruben B. Pimentel Jr.
Ruth Jan Abile
Seven Tall Trees Events, Inc.
Sherril Salangsang

Sheryl delos Santos
Shiela Boenish
Shiela Yap
Sidney Snoeck
Sylvia Araneta
TFS Bank Guarantees
TFS Compliance Expertise
TFS ELC ASIA, BE and NL.
TFS Export Collections CLT
TFS Import Collection CLT
TFS Import LC CLT
Thinkscape Research w/ Boi 
Paje
Torisue co.,ltd.
Vandana and Vivek Rao
Victoria Mesquita
We-Eat MNL
Wella Gundran
William Brandenburg
Yvette Ty
Zeny Evangelista

GRANTS / 
PROJECT PARTNERS

Archipelago Builders
Baque Corporation
British American Tobacco
Cassie Eng
Design Coordinates, Inc.
Europamundo
Our Help Foundation 
(Cebuana Lhuillier)
PGA Sompo Insurance Corp.
Porticus
Seoul Foreign School
The Forgotten International
The Memory Project
UPS Foundation
USANA True Health 
Foundation

Eloisa Escano
Emerson Electric (Asia) Ltd. – 
ROHQ
Emma Corazon Mariano
Empire East Land Holdings
Ernie Gatdula
Essie Villavito
Etihad Airways
Expolanka Freight (Phils) Inc.
Fernando Narciso
Foothill College-Enactus Club
Franz Josef L. Tumaneng
Fresno Diwata Lions Club
Genevieve Balbido
Going STRAIGHT Salon
Graciana Isabel Mendoza
Great Heart Charity Association
Gwen Miguel
Hilary Ann Diaz
IHG International
Ina Raymundo
Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows Quezon City Lodge No. 
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InStyle Brands Inc.
Integreon Managed Solution
Irish Blance Reloj
Isabella Alagar
Ito Lopa
Jan Mendoza & friends
Jen David
Jennifer Nuque
Jerry Delos Santos
Jingle Arcadio
Joan Sheppard
Jodit Santander
Joel Decena
John Carl Persia
John Guinto
Jon & Jona Laguitao
Jonafe Macarayan
Jonathan Ayson
Julie Ann Davis
Juntos Mola Mas
JV De Jesus & family
Kaila Buenaventura
Kalingang Barbero
Katalina Almajose
Kathryn Uy
Kathryne Tolosa
Kenleen International 
Distribution Inc.
Kristin Ramos
La Lola Churreria
Laarni Nardo & group
Laila Soliven and friends
Lasallian Volunteer Program

FEEDING PROGRAM

12 Days of Christmas Manila
2ECOND CHANCE 
PHILANTHROPY
360Degrees Systems 
Corporation
ADN
Adrian Soco
Adrienne Tang
Alexander Mann Solutions
AMDOCS
Ami Perez
Angel Funiestas
Anne Foley
Arriane Mae Basco
Aspen Philippines
Audrey Flores Chiacchieri
AWS Employee Club
Azusa Yamazaki
Bill Brandenburg
Bobby and Marian Reyes
Brian Lim
Byanca Matias and Aleana 
Marzoña
CANVAS
Carmelita Veloza-Aldecoa
Cassandra Ong and Rosine 
Baluga
Cathleen Vistro
Charley Lim
Chelzianne Tampus & Daniel 
Coulson
Chery Lachica & friends
Chona Ilustre Cairme
Chris Buono
Christine Mojica
College of Law, San Beda - 
ShaRED
Concentrix Services 
Corporation
Corazon Hernandez
Criselle Toral, Ginny Matabang, 
and Luanne Gonzales
Daniel Boyle
Daniella Mae Santacruz
Denise Callanta
Desserie Dionio
Ditas Litonjua
Doan Manuel and Raffy 
Campos
doTERRA Inc.
Dr. Fe Del Mundo Medical 
Center Foundation Philippines, 
Inc.
E&G Office Space Express
Ellaine Chua
Ellen Go
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LBC Foundation
Lisa Marie Aragon
Lovely Guerra
Ma. Govinda Cunanan
Malhar Kailas Thube
Manila Sundance
Marcy Brandenburg
Maria Ellane Balisi
Marie Young
Marietta Tumaneng
Marjan Martinez
Mary Okada
Marymount School Class of 1994
Meg Briones
Melissa Tiuseco
Metrobank ALAY RSK
MI Kids Can!
Miavelle Latosa
Michelle Mantecon and team
Microtel and TRYP by Wyndham – 
Mall of Asia
Miguel Benedicto
Mitos Peñaverde
MoneyMe Financial Group
MRC Allied Inc. / Atty. Gladys 
Nalda
Ms. Salve / Franz Tumaneng
MSE Tutuban
NICE inContact Phils.
Nikki Flores
Nikko Mendoza
Nimfa H. Lee
Nina Cespedes & Team
Pablito & Marilyn Garcia
PACSSM
Pen and Paper
PGA Sompo Insurance Corp.
Philippines Urban Living 
Solutions, Inc.
Pieter Marchant
Qualimed - Makati Devt. Corp.
Rahmil Pamilacan
RCD Realty Marketing Corp.
Regal Films / Team AHSSL
Regina, Brandon and April
Robert Chen
Roberto Lock
Rochel Dela Cruz
Rotaract Club of Chinatown-
Manila
Sam Cavallaro
Shannen Recio
Sophia Manalo
Stacy, Queenie, Tricia
Steven D'haene
TaskDrive
Team Financial Advocates of 
Sunlife Philippines
The Abbotsford Filipino-Canadian 
Society
The Knightingales

United World Colleges Philippines
Upgrade Energy Philippines
Vanessa Martinez
Vanessa Valdez, Marissa Garcia, 
Miguel Benedicto
Venjie Munn
Wattpad's Princes of Hell Club
We Eat MNL
Wicked! Photobooth
YoloPerth / 12 Days of Christmas
Yoshida Student Center

ADOPT-A-FAMILY CAMPAIGN

Anonymous donors (2)
Abigail Adula
Achilles and Lucas Perez
Adobo Connection
Aina Sevilla & Family
Akbayan SJSU
Al Quinn
Alaine Montemayor
Alaric Francis Santiaguel
Alexander Mann Solutions
Alia Coleman
Allaine Siason
Allison Burke
Alvin Gobaleza
Amabelle De Honor
Andi & Zuri
Andrew Wilson
Ann Cuenco
Anna Kharen Guillermo
Anne Gail Dela Cruz
Annette Ang
Anthony Leonardo, Family & Friends
Anthony Wong
April Maiko Ytol
Arel Pao
Arenas Family
Arthur Swanson
Ashley Burnes
Astrid, Eric,Wyona and Bighani
Aurelia Grinstead
AWS Employee Club
Azusa Yamazaki
Babiejo Healey
Barbara Regan
Bella's Plates of Hope
Bernadette & Martin Ratcliffe
Bernadette Genovea
Bert Young
Bobby, Marian, Camille and Keith 
Reyes
Brenna Souza
Brent Sabas
Caleb Bodestyne
Cami Rivera
Camille Brion

Carla Leonor
Carmen Thompson
Carol Benedicto
Caroline Salvador
Cat (The City Eats) Montes Family 
& Friends
Cathleen Vistro
Chance Guevarra-Garcia
Che Bendicion-Secillano
Cherryl Navasca
Cheryl Pe & Friends
Chona Cairme
Chris Buono
Chris Topher
Christina Christenson
Christina Lopa
Christine McGuire
Christine Mojica
Christine Rocha
Christopher Legaspi
Clara Montes
Clif Wilcox
Craig Stifler
Cris Padilla
Cris Rosenthal
Cristeta Lozon
CS Foundation
Cybele Regalado
Cynthia Montes
Dana Corsello
Danielle Calara
Danny Perez
Darren Geronimo
Darryl Navasca
Dave General
Deborah May Garcia
Delmy Kennedy
Dennis David
Desirae Devis
Dessa Batoctoy
Dianne April Ong
Donaldson Whigan
Dr. Fe Del Mundo Medical Center 
Foundation Philippines Inc.
Dyan Serzo
Edelyn Lemus
Edita Amante
Editha Manaui
Edna Samoy
Eirenee De Leon
Elaine April Torres
Eleanore Fernandez
Elizabeth Matthews
Elvira Javier
Emerson Tejada
Emil Maravillas
Emma Fabella
Ewa Paluszkiewicz
Ezza Valdez
Farrah Ligan
Feerlin Ballesteros

Felipe III Hidalgo
Francisca de Zwager
Franzine Santos
Gawe and Sepulchre Family
Genevieve Balbido
Georges Hoffman
Geraldine Bagus
Gian Gabriel
Gina Alejandro
Gino Warner
Giselle Arcenas
Glenn Peñaranda & Toots 
Peñaranda
Gonzales, Francisco and Navarro 
Family
GUIDOAMP
Gweneth Miguel
Harry Cheung
Hazel Sanidad
Herbert Labilles
Hikiko Mori
Hilario and Marie Antoniette Diaz
Hilary Diaz
Hilary Estella
Howard Foard
Humanitarian Organisation for 
Southville Intl. School IB
Ian Manley
Ian Richardson
Imelda Pedrigal
Ina Raymundo
Inanama Christenson
Ira Amante
Irish Blanche R. Reloj
Isabel Bagsik
Jac Magbitang
Jack Topacio
James Godfrey
Jamille On
Jan Villanueva
Jane Sison
Janice Go
Jasmine Jimenez
Jean Lagatao
Jenn Sower
Jennifer Cayanan
Jennifer Hung
Jennifer Zahgkuni
Jennyfer Mina
Jerry Delos Santos
Jerry Riley
Jerry Santos
Jim Lopa
Jo Manansala
Joan Arvi Acuzar
Joan DV
Joan Mcleod
Joan Sheppard
Joanne Vencer
Jobadz Baduria
Jocelyn Marfori Juntado
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Maria Wolczyk
Marie Angela Rama
Marikris Kamaei
Marilen Bugarin
Marilyn Ramos
Marita Morales
Marites Carvajal
Marj Cahilig
Marj Heri Pascua
Mark Basco, Jc Baniqued and Susan
Mark Mercado
Mark Warlters
Marlon Monzon
Mary Ann Rivera
Mary Ann Zafra
Mary Ponteras
Marylou Sanano
Melissa Poquiz
Mercedes Micelli
Merrilee Salise
MG Del Rosario
Micaela Narciso
Michelle Tolentino
Michelle Tullao
Miguel Benedicto
Mike Filser
Mike Fulgencio
Mike Togafau
Mild Vargas
Mitzie Luna
MJ De Alas
Mr & Mrs. Jay Teves
Mukesh Rathor
Myra Bainto
Nade De
Nemiah Murfin
Nicole Anne Bautista
Nikki Flores
Nikki Ng
Olivia McBride
Oscar Gutierrez
Pamela Perez
"Paolo R. Reyes
Jose Juan Antonio L. Yulo
Gabriel E. Lichauco "
Paul Adams
Paulaena Franco
Pearlene Maligaya
Pearly Chow
Pekiti-Tirsia Brasil
Pieter Marchant
Pye and Sheila Perez
Queennie and Friends
Rafael Lim
Rafael Vainio
Raymond & Mariel Tan
Recy Pasco, Jheannie & Friends
Remus Dizon
Rhea Gaus
Rhiza May Monterubio & Friends
Rhoda Ricafort

Ria Gaviria
Richard and Alice Alsterberg
Richard McGuire
Ricky Opena
Rita Snith
Roberto Lock
Rochel & Edwin Dela Cruz
Rochelle Tan
Rocket Vdp
Roosevelt Council
Rosana Lising
Rosanna Ocampo-Rodriguez
Rose Donatelli
Rosine Cyrille Baluga
Rotaract Club of Singapore West
Rowena Waller
Ryan Sheperd
Sandra Reyes-Sagun
Sarah Sumalabe
SC Reservations
Shanon and Justin Smith
Sharon Knox
Shelby Lysette
Sherryl Morris
Sheryl Delos Santos
Siw Dahl
Smita Cherian
Stephanie Bird
Stephanie Cerruti
Stephanie Mortero
Steven Ravlich
Susan Guggenbuehl
Susan McGuire
Suzanne Foster
Sylvia Araneta
Tara TabngTa
The City Eats San Francisco
The Forgotten International
Tina Wilson
Trevor Bulger
Uny Calma
Vallefas Family
Vanah Marie Marcaida
Vandana Rao and Vivek Ved
Vanessa Bacorro
Vanita & Austin Louie
VBS Immaculata Veper
Venjie Munn
Vernise Pernis
Vina Rosenberg
VirgoBabe September
Vivien Luisa Labatos
Vladimir Cabrera
Warley Escobar
Wendy Lee
Wicked Photobooth
William Brandenburg
Yara Fernandes
Yong Yi Tan
Yukio Nakamura

Joe Neilson
John Marcus Flores
John So
Jon Jovi Bodestyne
Jonafe Macarayan
Jonathan Block
Jonna Concepcion
Jose Carlos C. Yulo
Jose Joven
Jose Santos
Josephine Cabanero
Joy and Patrick San Gabriel
Joy Coblentz
Joyce Fajardo
JR Reyes
Juan Paolo T. Villonco
Juanita Torres
Juanne Erika Patag
Julianne Bautista
Julie Davis
Julius, Peachy, Kisten and Jillian Ramos
Kaizelle Aize Monteverde
Kathryn Uy
Katrika Gabriel
Katrina Cruz
Katrina Doctora
Kenleen International Distribution Inc
Kim Quitoriano
Korina Manaloto
Kristal Arce
Kristoff Mortier
Kristoffer & Fenina Francisco
Kurt Kamka
Kyle Dominique Cruz
Laarni Narido & family
Laguerta Family
Laila Soliven
Laura Cron
LBC Mundial
Lea Grace Vasquez
Leading Biotechnologies Inc, & Clients
Lee Piccolo
Leila & Mia McBride & Friends
Les Retter
Leslie Gutierrez & Friends
Lezcil Ingking
Lisa Macuja Elizalde
Liza Faye Thomas
Liza Lanuza
Lori Llanillo
LOVE
Ludovic Branellec, Rafael & friends
Ma Cecilia Sanchez
Ma. Joylyn S. Alfaro
Mac Braza
Mandy Lyden
Manny Salenga & Kits Peñaranda
Marcy Brandenburg
Maria Belen Palaganas
Maria Isla Capinpin
Maria Ranger

9



Mutya Capacis
Nikki Remulacio and family
RFM
Share Your Spare Singapore
Sheryl Villaluz and family
Smiles by Sally
Solmuell Florano
St. Arnold Janssen Kalinga Center
Steph and Ado Belo
The Forgotten International
Unilever
University of the Philippines - Dental 
Health Brigade
Victoria Court
Wells Fargo

IN-KIND DONATIONS

Abe & Ruth Burns
Adrian Soco
Andrew Spensley
AWS Employee Club
Books for the Barrios
Charlie, Velarde, Isabelle & Marissa
Chona
Daryll Jessica Occena
David Wong
Ellen Go
Etihad Airways
Gianna Driver
Give A Textbook Charity
JB Tan & Alaska Team
Jonalyn Perez
Julian Dale Occeña
Kathleen Joy Doromal
LBC Foundation
Mailou San Gabriel
Marie Young
Marilyn Selas
Mary Anne Deiparine
Melanie Wilkinson
Michelle's Putong Ube
Nestle
Nooky P. San Diego
Pablito & Marilyn Garcia
Pascual Consumer Healthcare Corp
Passion Planner
Random Acts of Kindess
Recy Ago
Rise Against Hunger / Better World Tondo
Saint Matthews Publishing
Telus International Philippines
UPS Team
Velarde, Isabella, Charlie and Marissa
William Brandenburg

CHRISTMAS TOY DRIVE

Ace Saatchi & Saatchi
Alexander Mann Solutions
Alonzo Tian Seng
Ana & Lily Laygo
Angelo Licaros
Antel Sea View Towers Association
Antonio Family
Arthur Young & Family
Carmi Veloza-Aldecoa
Carol Mapalo
Concepcion Family
DCI Enterprises
Deerly Beloved PH
Francis Tandaan
Gracielle Yano
Iyah & Alonzo Tian Seng
Janice Go
Jazz Yu
Jose Concepcion Family
Karen Izza Rochelle B. Fernandez
Krisabelle Gatpo
Laarni Narido
Lady Dianne Madrid Co & Friends
Lalauri, Huang & Hechanova family
Lorraine Rañoa
Makati Development Corporation- BIMD
Natalie Jane Obero
Navotas National High School
NICE inContact Philippines
Our Small Contribution
Pia Masakayan
Project Spacejam - Accenture
RFM Corporation
Sandra Santos
Share Your Spare Singapore
Sturmfrei Travel
Team ADN
TicketNPost
Upgrade Energy Philippines Inc
Vertiv Inc.
Wells Fargo
WeWork Philippines
Wicked! Photobooth

EVENTS

Alexander Mann Solutions
Anthony and Tere Leonardo
CANVAS Gallery
Gianne Manzano
Hilary Anne Diaz
International School Manila - ICARE
IVolunteer
Jedda Punzalan
Kalayaan SF
Karlo and Chai Biglang-awa
Likhaan Center for Women's Health
Makati Medical Center
Mary Grace Pascua
Michelle Concepcion
Museo Pambata
Noeliza Feliciano
Sarah Jane Domingo and Patty Py  (in 
partnership with the Ateneo Art Gallery and 
the Ateneo Korean Studies Program)
Solution Space
South Africa Embassy in the Philippines
SPARK! Philippines
Stairway Foundation / TCI
Telus International Phil.
Tukod Foundation
UHappy Events

BAYANIHAN (BAYANI FOR THE HOMELESS, 
ABANDONED, AND NEGLECTED)

Alexander Mann Solutions
Azusa Yamazaki
Bacolod Chicken Inasal
Cillie Gonzales
Dr. Cristel Wee
Dr. Fe Del Mundo Medical Center Foundation 
Philippines, Inc.
Dr. Giana Ferrer
Dr. Jeprel Del Prado
Dr. Mariz Ebuen
Dr. Mil Jocson
Dr. Ren Sanquil
Dr. Vana Leachon
Dr. Veronica San Diego Pascual
Emily Sagun and friends
Fernando Family
Global Telehealth Inc.
Jaime Lopa
Jam Gueta and friends
Kalingang Barbero
LDS Cooperative, Inc.
Marie Young
Michelle Dela Peña and friends
Michelle's Putong Ube
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Community of Heroes: Advocates, Partners, and Sponsors
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OUR PROGRAMS

EDUCATION & 
LITERACY

Our Guiding
Principles

Our Core
Programs

HEALTHCARE &
NUTRITION

EMPOWERMENT 
THROUGH 

SKILLS DEV'T
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EDUCATION 
& LITERACY

Scholarship

Community Learning 
Activities

LitClub
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Scholarship Program

The main goal of Project PEARLS is to help children and families break the cycle of poverty through the transformative power of
education. We recognize that the lack of economic resources is a barrier to one's access to education. To overcome this, the
PEARLS Scholarship Program provides educational investments in the form of school supplies, transportation allowance, food
packs, vouchers for field trips and projects, and other resources that are critical for academic success. We also build communities
of support through mentorship and tutorial sessions. These learning opportunities aim to develop their aspirations, self-confidence,
attitudes, skills, and knowledge so they can be empowered to shape a better life and future for themselves.

Currently, we have 553 scholars in four communities:   Brgy. Batia, Bocaue, Bulacan; Helping Land, Tondo, Manila; Brgy. Malainen
Bago, Naic, Cavite; and Kabasalan, Zamboanga Sibugay.

553
scholars from 
pre-school to college in 
four communities:

Bocaue, Bulacan
Tondo, Manila
Naic, Cavite
Kabasalan, Zamboanga Sibugay

434

37
69

13

Bulacan Naic Tondo Zamboanga Sibugay

Number of scholars 
per community

176
216

286 274
321

573 564 580 553

2011-'12
2012-'13

2013-'14
2014-'15

2015-'16
2016-'17

2017-'18
2018-'19

2019-'20

Number of scholars per school year
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The biggest concentration of our scholars is in the grade school levels.
This school year, we also have the most number of scholars graduating
from senior high school. For SY 2020-2021, we will have a total of 30
college scholars.

More than 50% of the scholars are under the sponsorship of different
organizations and individuals. The remaining non-sponsored scholars
are covered by our general fund acquired from grants and other
donations.

51.7 %
48.3 %

With sponsors
No sponsors

Number of scholars per level69 70

40

52

32
29

52

45
39

32 31

19
13 13

9
4 4

Preschool
Kinder

1
2

3
4

5
6

7
8

9
10

11
12

1st yr
2nd yr

3rd yr
0

20

40

60

80

Breakdown of sponsorship
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Scholarship Program

Over-all, there are 306 female scholars, and 247 male scholars.

Female and Male Distribution per Grade Level
32 39

18

29

17
13

26
22

26
20 20

15
10 9

4 4 2

37 31

22 23

15 16

26
23

13 12 11

4 3 4 5
2

Female Male

Nursery Kinder 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1st yr 2nd yr 3rd yr
0

20

40

48% 49%
28% 44%

36% 41%

34%
36%

16% 10%
38%

20%

Beginning Developing Consistent

Language & Literacy Dev't Numeracy Dev't Socio-emotional Dev't Motor Dev't
0%

50%

100%

Pretest

19% 19% 6% 17%

81% 81% 94% 83%

Beginning Developing Consistent

Language & Literacy Dev't Numeracy Dev't Socio-emotional Dev't Motor Dev't
0%

50%

100%
Posttest

Nursery Scholars' Development Report
This school year, we had 69 Nursery scholars who successfully completed the program in the PEARLS Learning Center in Bocaue, Bulacan.
To measure their developmental milestones, we conducted a pretest and posttest in four key areas: language and literacy, numeracy, socio-
emotional, and motor skills. The results of the test show the different characteristics of the child that correspond to a certain development
level:

'Beginning' level: the child starts to show interests in the subject
'Developing' level: the child performs and participates on a regular basis with adult help
'Consistent' level: the child performs and participates independently on their own

The pretest and posttest show that
there is a significant improvement
among the children in the different
learning areas. At the start of the
school year, the highest percentage of
kids in the 'consistent level' is only at
38% in the area of socio-emotional
development. The lowest is in
numeracy development where only 10%
is in the 'consistent level'.
 

At the end of the academic year, more
than 80% of the children are already in
the 'consistent level' in the areas of
language and literacy, numeracy, and
motor skills. The highest is in the area
of socio-emotional development where
94% are already in the 'consistent
level'.
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Message of Gratitude of Hope

Joyce Ann, Grade 10 Scholar

Joyce Ann is a diligent student and a responsible sister to her siblings. She 
also actively participates in the mentorship and tutorial program for the 
younger scholars.

"In 2013, my 4 siblings and I became scholars of Project 
PEARLS. We are a product of a broken family and during that 
time, I really do not know how we can survive our daily lives, 

much more our schooling. When Project PEARLS came, we 
were given a great opportunity to be a scholar. I was in Grade 

4 student then at 13 years old .  They helped us in so many 
ways from school needs, uniforms, food, and other needs to 
keep us through the day. My siblings and I are very thankful 

to Projects PEARLS and its sponsors because we really do not 
know what could have happened to us if not for them.  I do 
not have to worry about my education, all I need to do is to 

persevere in my studies and to make sure that I will graduate 
in college to help my brothers and sisters. Thank you very 

much , Project PEARLS!  Now I am looking forward to enter 
my Senior High School Years!"

"Project PEARLS Scholarship Program helped me a lot 
in my studies because they are very supportive with my 
school requirements and even covers my transportation 
expenses going to school. It was in 2014 when I became 
a high school scholar and now, I am in my 3rd year 
college taking up Bachelor of Agricultural Technology.  
I was also given an opportunity to mentor the younger 
kids in our community in Zamboanga Sibugay through 
the Litclub Program and I was able to attend some 
trainings in Zamboanga City and Manila. I am very 
thankful for this gift of Education. I hope that Project 
PEARLS will continue to help more children so they can 
attend school. Thank you very much !"

Kim Mikel, 3rd Year College Scholar

Kim Mikel has been in the Scholarship Program since 2014. He dreams of
becoming an agriculturist to help the farmers and the people in their
community in Mindanao.

Zamboanga Sibugay

Bocaue, Bulacan
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Message of Gratitude and Hope

"LitClub taught me a lot of things. It helped me improve 
as a person and it increased my knowledge as a student. 

I learned how to form camaraderie and friendship with 
my peers, and I learned the value of self-confidence and 

cooperation. I was also able to enrich my skills in writing, 
drawing, and public speaking, which helped me in 

improving my academic standing. Lastly, I gained a 
deeper vision for my life and I realized that I can achieve 

my dream of finishing college."

Jeslyn, LitClub Member

Jeslyn is an incoming Grade 7 student for SY 2020-21.
She has been active LitClub member for three years no.

"I feel absolutely blessed that my students were 
able to start their academic learning in our Time to 
Learn Program. I noticed their interest in learning as 
soon as they started attending the classes. This was 
the children's first school setting. During the first 
few months, they learned to draw shapes, color and 
write some letters and numbers as well.  As we 
moved to the 2nd part of the school year, we 
started with phonetics and identifying different 
pictures.  Project PEARLS provided a loving, 
nurturing and safe environment for these children 
who are living in poverty. We only do not teach 
them academics, but we also make sure that they 
develop their social skills as well as they try to 
prepare for the bigger school."

Teacher Diane
Time-to-Learn Program

Zamboanga Sibugay
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Community Learning Activities

tutorial and mentorship
sessions92

The 'After School Program' (ASP) provides tutorial sessions for 
around 200 to 300 children and youth in Tondo every Sunday. 
ASP is a learning environment that allows students to 
understand the lessons on a more personal level through the 
help of volunteer teachers. In Bulacan, our  high school 
scholars also conduct tutorial and mentorship sessions for the 
younger scholars to help them in their academics.

After School Program

art, play, and 
reading sessions568

The 'Time-to-Learn' and 'Toy Library' are programs designed for 
children aged 4 to 6 years old who are not able to attend formal 
schooling yet. These  programs provide them a safe space 
where they can develop social skills through meaningful play. 
They also learn basic reading and writing lessons. On 
Saturdays,  we have brain booster activities that aim to develop 
creativity through art and crafts.

Brain Booster, 
Toy Library, and 
Time-to-Learn
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LitClub Philippines
in partnership with

Training for new LitCLub 
mentors and members

LitWorld is a US-based non-profit organization that works in
different parts of the world with the core mission to
"strengthen kids and communities through the power of
stories." The various programs of LitWorld are centered on the
"7 Strengths" (Belonging, Curiosity, Friendship, Kindness,
Confidence, Courage, and Hope) that aim to empower children
and youth through literacy. Project PEARLS is honored to be
one of LitWorld's partner organizations since 2012. Under their
guidance and support, we established LitClubs in different
communities in the Philippines. LitClubs are designed to run
outside of school time to bring children and teens together for
"joyful learning, creative expression, community building, and
developing social-emotional skills." We have trained LitClub
mentors that oversee this in-depth literacy and empowerment
program.
(https://www.litworld.org/)

This year, we welcomed new LitCub members and mentors 
in Camarines Norte and in Cavite. 

March 1 to 3: Aklatan sa Kostal, Camarines Norte
'Aklatan sa Kostal' in Camarines Norte is a humble
initiative started by Arquiza family to serve as a library,
computer learning center, and a safe space where children
and teens can develop their different interests and talents.
With the humble leadership of our newest mentor, Ms. Sol
Arquiza, 23 boys and girls became part of LitClub-ASK.
The picturesque and calming surroundings of Aklatan is a
perfect place for these children to further enhance their
storytelling and literacy skills. 

October 8: Naic, Cavite
In mid-2019, the National Housing Authority started to
relocate more than 700 families in Tondo to a new
community in Naic, Cavite. Around 60 PEARLS scholars
and families were among the first batch of relocated
families. To assist them in the transition, we still
continued with the Scholarship Program for the children
and youth. We also saw the need to provide learning
opportunities for the kids to help them cope in a new
environment. Thus, LitClub-Naic was born. From being
members of LitClub in Tondo they are now equipped to
mentor the new batch in Naic.

140
LitClub members in
five communities:
Bocaue, Bulacan
Naic, Cavite
Zamboanga Sibugay
Botolan, Zambales



February 5 is World Read Aloud Day. This is an international campaign
started by LitWorld in 2010 to celebrate the joy of reading aloud and to
advocate for literacy as a fundamental human right.

In celebration of this important day, our LitClubs in Bulacan, Manila, and
Zamboanga Sibugay conducted different storytelling and reading activities
in their own communities. We also partnered with the National Library of
the Philippines to encourage more students to participate and to advocate
for global literacy.

World Read Aloud Day

International Day of the Girl

LitClub Graduation in 
Zamboanga Sibugay

The United Nations declared the 11th of October as the International Day of
the Girl. As a worldwide observance day, it promotes girls’ empowerment
and the recognition of their human rights. It also mobilizes public concern
and political will to address the unique challenges and needs faced by girls
around the world.

LitClub members in Tondo, Bulacan, Zambales, and Zamboanga Sibugay
conducted various activities to celebrate this day and to show solidarity in
this important movement.

A special graduation ceremony was conducted in Zamboanga Sibugay to
celebrate the success of LitClub members who completed the Year 1
curriculum. This graduation signifies an important milestone in their
“literacy journey” as they become more equipped and empowered in
sharing the 7 Strengths in their communities! 

The weekly LitClub sessions are designed to improve overall literacy levels
and to encourage children to increase their social awareness and sense of
personal value. Through its modules and unique learning activities, a
strong support network and safe space is cultivated among the members
and mentors.

In addition to these regular sessions, LitClub also conducts various
activities throughout the year to promote the importance of literacy and to
develop self-expression, confidence, and understanding.
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HEALTHCARE 
& NUTRITION

Feed the Tummy, 
Nourish the Mind

Health Clinic

Medical & Dental Missions
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When Project PEARLS started its outreach program in Ulingan, Tondo in 2010,
the first thing that was addressed was the basic need – food. It was based on
the simple premise that hunger hinders children from learning. Until now, we
still serve healthy meals and multivitamins to around 250 to 300 children in
Helping Land, Tondo every day. This is to ensure that they do not go to school
with empty stomachs. After the feeding, we conduct learning activities for the
children: Time-to-Learn program, Toy Library, Brain Booster Program, and After
School Program. We also provide free breakfast to our Nursery scholars in
Bulacan.

patients served
800+

We provide free check-ups and medicines for children
and adults to treat common illnesses such as fever,
diarrhea, cold, cough, and headaches. This is done
through the help of volunteer doctors and nurses. As a
recognized satellite clinic of the Manila Health
Department, a special focus is given on maternal and
child health and the promotion of the “First 1,000 Days
Program”.

Health Clinic in Tondo, Manila

Php 1,177,431.00 The lack of health insurance or savings for most families is another serious
challenge. As an organization that is deeply engaged with the families in the
community, we also try to give financial support for medical emergencies. We
also care for several families who have children with special needs by
supporting their healthcare needs.

total expenses including special 
medical assistance provided for 

families and children

Feed the Tummy, Nourish the Mind

90,000+
total meals served 
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Dental Lessons and Check-ups 
Valenzuela Medical Center

February 15. The Dental team of Valenzuela Medical Center,
headed by Dr. Erlinda Lumibao, conducted lessons on proper
dental hygiene and free check-ups for our 70 Nursery scholars
in Bulacan.

Medical & Dental Missions

Medical and Dental Mission in Zambales
Archipelago Builders

Eye Exam and Dental Check-ups
Dr. Dan Baxter & Fresno Diwata Lions Club

Dental Mission in Tondo
Dr. Tess Venturina

February 16. Our generous partner, Archipelago Builders, lead
a Medical and Dental Mission for around 300 adults and
children of Lakas Tribe in Botolan, Zambales. Over the years,
this community has become very close to our hearts. We
established a LitClub for the children, and one of our partners
helped build a classroom. This has been made possible
through the leadership of their tribe chief, Kuya Carlito. He
passed away a few weeks prior our visit. We dedicated this
medical mission in his honor and memory.

November 4. Dr. Venturina led a dental hygiene lesson for
children in Tondo. She also provided the following services
for around 100 children: fluoride application, toothbrushing
drill, and tooth extraction.

May 19. Dr. Dan Baxter and his team from Fresno Diwata
Lions Club served our dear Lola and Lolo (elderly) in Helping
Land by giving them free eye check-ups and prescription
glasses. They also brought volunteer doctors and nurses to
give medical check-ups for adults and children.
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November 25. Dr. Fe Del Mundo, one of the country’s leading pediatricians
and the first woman to be named National Scientist of the Philippines,
established the first pediatric hospital in the country – the Children Medical
Center, now Fe Del Mundo Medical Center (FDMMC). In commemoration of
her death anniversary, the doctors and nurses of FDMMC served the children
of Tondo through a medical mission.
 

Medical Mission in Tondo
Dr. Fe Del Mundo Medical Center

Food for Learning Program
in partnership with

True to its core mission “to provide immediate and long-term global food relief for those in severe
need”, USANA True Health Foundation partnered with us to provide food assistance for our scholars
and families in need in Tondo. The 300 monthly grocery packs helped the families in three key
aspects: ensuring that children have healthy meals; easing the financial burden; and receiving moral
support during difficult times.

Family Planning Seminar 
and Services
Likhaan Center for 
Women's Health
March 28. Likhaan Center for Women’s Health has
been our long-time partner in bringing reproductive
health services to the communities we serve. They
held a seminar on family planning (FP) and
provided FP services for more than 40 women in
Brgy. Batia, Bocaue, Bulacan. This program
empowers women to have informed decisions
relating to their own health, and to that of their
families.
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EMPOWERMENT

Special Workshops and 
Educational Trips

New Programs:

THROUGH SKILLS 
DEVELOPMENT

26

G.R.O.W.
(Giving Resources and 

Opportunities to Women)

Pop-up BayaniHAN
(Bayani for the Homeless, 

Abandoned, and Neglected)



Learning is not limited within the four walls of classroom. We want our
scholars to be exposed to different kinds of opportunities so they can
explore their interests and enhance their skills and talents. We do this
by partnering with organizations and companies to provide them with
workshops, seminars, and educational trips. These activities also give
them an increased sense of social and civic awareness. As they
become more knowledgeable on issues such as reproductive health,
children’s rights, and mental health, they will be more empowered to
take action in their own lives and in their communities.

Special Workshops

180+
participants in 

7 workshops and 
seminars

Summer Workshops in Jollibee and McDonald's
May to April. Every summer vacation, our young scholars look forward to joining their favorite
Kiddie Crew and Mini Managers workshops. This is a chance for them to learn discipline,
teamwork, and leadership. And most importantly, they get to meet new friends!

"You, Me, Empathy" (Developing Empathetic Leaders for Mental Health)
by AISEC Philippines
February 17. Together with our volunteers and mentors, our high school and college scholars
took part in this mental health forum organized by AIESEC Philippines. “You, Me, Empathy”
tackled the importance of taking care of one’s own mental health in order to become
empathetic youth leaders and role models.
 
"FYI: For Youth Information"
April 26. 'FYI: For Youth Information’ is a seminar for our high school scholars in Bulacan. We
partnered with Likhaan to give valuable knowledge on teenage pregnancy, HIV awareness, and
other concerns relating to reproductive health. We also invited Mr. and Mrs. Karlo and Chai
Biglang-awa to share their journey on having healthy personal relationships.

Girls Advocacy Alliance (GAA): Youth Campaign and Advocacy Planning (Cebu City)
by SPARK! Philippines
May 2 to 5. Through the invitation of SPARK! Philippines, our scholar and youth mentor, Aubrey
Soria, participated in the GAA workshop held in Cebu City. In this workshop, youth leaders
developed a campaign and advocacy plan  to end gender-based violence and to empower girls
and young women. 

Art Workshop in Ateneo De Manila University
June 16. Our kids from Tondo showcased their
creativity in an Art Workshop led by the following
individuals and organizations: Sarah Jane
Domingo, Patty Py, the Ateneo Art Gallery, and the
Ateneo Art Studies Program.

Child Rights Summit by Museo Pambata
October 19. In partnership with Museo Pambata,
our young scholars from Bulacan attended the
Child Rights Summit in celebration of the 30th
anniversary of the UN-CRC. The goal of the summit
was to raise  children's awareness and
appreciation of their rights and responsibilities.

ICARE (International Community Actively
Responding to the Environment) by International
School Manila
December 10 to 13. ICARE is an annual activity of
ISM that aims to contribute to the holistic learning
of students by actively engaging within various
communities. Twenty-six ISM students led
different workshops for our PEARLS scholars. The
topics are: ornament making, theatre, dance,
coding, football, ultimate game, and toy car
making.27



May 27 and 30. Studying in universities seems like an impossible dream for most children and youth living in poverty. We want to break
this mindset by bringing our scholars closer to these respectable universities. Through these campus tours, they learn about the
different courses being offered, and the scholarship programs available for them. The talks from the students and professors also
inspired them to pursue higher studies. Thank you so much to these universities for welcoming our scholars: Far Eastern University,
Ateneo De Manila University, and De La Salle University.

Educational Trips

370+
participants in 

13 field trips and 
kiddie parties

University Tours

Book Giving and Storytelling 
by CANVAS Gallery

Field Trip for Top ASP Kids

'Ito na ang Panahon' 
by Museo Pambata

Star City Field Trip by UHappy Events

Jollibee and Mcdo Kiddie parties by: 
Noeliza Feliciano, Gianne Manzano, 

Mary Grace Pascua, and 
Anthony and Tere Leonardo

Halloween Party 
by Alexander Mann Solutions

Field Trip in Mind Museum by PMI

Christmas Party 
by Makati Medical Center

Gift-giving and Workshop by Telus
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Our core team of staff and volunteers continuously strive to increase their knowledge
and capabilities by attending different learning workshops and summits. We thank our
partners and sponsors for these opportunities for growth.

Workshops for Parents and Staff

'Panatag Nanays' Lectures by Jedda Punzalan and Hilary Anne Diaz
Jan. 29 & Feb. 1. Jedda and Hilary led an engaging seminar for the
Mothers in Tondo and Bulacan. The topics focused on Financial Literacy
and Parenting Guidance.

Basic Office Training for Staff
February 14. We conducted a basic office training to equip our
community staff and volunteers with practical knowledge that they can
use to make their work more efficient.

Women Achievers Summit
March 16. Five of our core team members attended this summit where
they learned how to become more effective and influential leaders. The
topics also taught them how to sustain their personal growth and well-
being by responding to the unique needs of being a woman.
 
Gender and Development Training by SPARK! Philippines
April 24 to 27. Together with other NGOs, Karen Beblañas and Monica
Aclan attended this training ‘writeshop’ organized by SPARK! Philippines.
It aimed to teach NGOs how to integrate gender and development
principles in their policies, programs, and mission.

'Awit at Laro: Pamato sa Pagtuturo' Workshop by Tukod Foundation
May 17 to 19. This workshop taught our teachers and lead coordinators
for ASP and Time-to-Learn programs learned unique and engaging
teaching techniques that harness the power of Filipino culture through
play and songs.

Child Protection Seminar for Staff
by Ms. Nancy Agaid of Stairway Foundation and TCI
May 21 to 23. Our staff and core community volunteers learned the
principles of child rights and how to incorporate child protection in our
programs.
 
'LEAN it to Win it' by Telus Int'l Philippines
October 16. Led by the Business Process Excellence (BPE) team of Telus
Int’l Phil., this workshop enabled our core team to understand the basics
of Lean Process Improvement and how it can be applied in our programs
and processes.

Gender Mainstreaming Summit by SPARK! Philippines
October 28 to 29. Representatives from public and private sector and
civil society groups gathered together to learn the different gender and
development approaches, and to identify policy gaps and possible
recommendations. This summit was attended by Karen Beblañas, Jayr
Panagsagan, and Arnesto Dalina.

Nonprofit Storytelling Conference in San Diego, California
October 28 to 30. This annual conference brings together nonprofit
professionals and independent consultants to exchange ideas about the
best practices and latest developments in the nonprofit sector. Using the
power of storytelling through online and offline engagement, this
conference also aimed to teach organizations how to advance their
mission and achieve their goals. Melissa Villa, Peachy Abellon, and
Monica Aclan attended the conference in California.



Ulingan, Tondo is the first community adopted by Project PEARLS in 2010. Here, children and adults work hard
every day to make charcoals or scavenge from garbage to make ends meet. This is where everything started for
Project PEARLS. With a small group of volunteers back then, a weekly outreach program was established. It
eventually led to the PEARLS Scholarship Program. In 2013, the National Housing Authority relocated the families
to a new community in Brgy. Batia, Bocaue, Bulacan. Project PEARLS assisted them in the transition and continued
the Scholarship Program for the children. But even with the new housing units, the families are still experiencing
poverty because of the lack of income source and livelihood programs. To address these challenges, we created
GROW – Giving Resources and Opportunities for Women.

GROW

10 women in Bocaue, 
Bulacan employed in 

the program

Women of
Ulingan, Tondo

(Giving Resources and Opportunities to Women)
New Program:

GROW focuses on empowering women by providing them with the
skills, resources, and training that they need to for their economic and
social growth. The first batch of ten women were taught various skills
that range from macramé to t-shirt printing and sewing. They also
advocate for environment-friendly practices. All of the products that
they produce are made out of upcycled materials such as scrap cloths
and used tarpaulins.

We are thankful for the grant support of these organizations that
enabled us to establish GROW:

8 skills learned:
macramé, shirt printing, sewing, 

tie dyeing, paper making, 
paiting, upcycling, and dish 

garden making

1,200 + 
products made

70% products sold

34 bazaars and 
pop-up stores
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The individuals and families living on the streets are among the most neglected and most vulnerable sectors of our society. Without the safety of
homes, they are exposed to all kinds of risks such as diseases, malnutrition, abuse, and exploitation. In response to this, St. Arnold Janssen
Kalinga Center provides services for the homeless of Manila. Since 2015, they have been providing services such as free meals and showers,
counseling, and holistic support for education and livelihood.

Pop-up BayaniHAN

370+

(Bayani for the Homeless, 
Abandoned, and Neglected)

New Program:

True to the spirit of bayanihan (Filipino word which means unity, work and
cooperation), different organizations and individuals came together to bring critical
services for the homeless of Manila. We thank all these heroes for making this
possible!

Partner Organizations: Kalinga Center | The Forgotten International
Food Sponsors: Bacolod Chicken Inasal | RFM | Michelle's Putong Ube| Dr. Fe Del
Mundo Medical Center Foundation Philippines, Inc.
Haircut Services: Kalingang Barbero
Medical and Dental Services: Dr. Fe Del Mundo Medical Center Foundation
Philippines, Inc. | University of the Philippines - Dental Health Brigade | Dr. Jeprel Del
Prado | Dr. Vana Leachon | Dr. Mil Jocson | Dr. Giana Ferrer | Dr. Ren Sanquil | Dr.
Cristel Wee | Solmuell Florano (Pharmacist) | Dr. Veronica San Diego Pascual | Dr.
Mariz Ebuen
Hygiene packs and grocery packs: Unilever | Victoria Court | LDS Cooperative, Inc. |
Wells Fargo | Smiles By Sally
Donors: Marie Young | Jaime Lopa | Share Your Spare Singapore | Alexander Mann
Solutions | Global Telehealth Inc.
Clothes donors: Azusa Yamazaki | Fernando Family | Jam Gueta and friends | Emily
Sagun and friends | Ado & Steph Belo | Cillie Gonzales | Michelle Dela Peña and
friends | Nikki Remulacio and family | Sheryl Villaluz and family | Mutya Capacis

In line with our mission to serve the poorest of the poor, we partnered with Kalinga Center to
reach out to our homeless neighbors. We launched our new program, Pop-up BayaniHAN (Bayani
for the Homeless, Abandoned, and Neglected) on November 30, in commemoration of the bravery
of one of our greatest heroes, Andres Bonifacio.
 
We are grateful to our modern-day heroes - volunteers and partners - for the following services:
restaurant-style feeding, haircut, medical and dental check-up, clothes “shopping”, and grocery
and care packages.

homeless 
individuals served



SPECIAL 
PROJECTS AND 

EVENTS
Cassie's Bag of Dreams

Memory Project

Blessing and Opening of the Second 
Floor of Learning Center

International Mandela Day

Raising Funds and Awareness

Melissa's 55th 
Birthday Celebration

"GROW Together":
PEARLS' 9th Anniversary

Christmas Events

32



school bags given to children 
in Bulacan and Manila

Cassie's Bag of Dreams

300 July 27. Now on its sixth year, Cassie’s Bag of Dreams Challenge continues to
bring hope and love to underprivileged children in different communities.
Cassie Eng, one of our youngest volunteers and advocates, organizes
fundraising and partnerships with organizations to provide hundreds of
backpacks for students. For this year, we joined Cassie in distributing
backpacks to the children under the ‘Paghilom Program’ of St. Arnold
Janssen Kalinga Center. These are children whose families have been victims
of extrajudicial killings. Our Nursery scholars in Bulacan are also among the
300 recipients of the backpacks.

Memory Project
“Creating a kinder world through art.”

This is the core mission of Memory Project, a
US-based organization established in 2004.
They envision a world that is dominated with
kindness, understanding, and friendship
through the use of art. The Memory Project
mobilizes art teachers and students in the US
to create and donate portraits for children and
youth around the world who are facing
challenges such as disasters, conflicts,
poverty, or neglect. They also facilitate the
delivery of the heartfelt artworks in different
countries. The portraits do not just break the
cultural barriers and physical borders, but it
also allows children to keep a unique piece of
their childhood memory in an artwork.

portraits distributed to 900+ 
children and youth in three 

communities:
Tarlac, Siquijor, and 
Zamboanga Sibugay

3,600+

February 19 to 22



Our dream of building a bigger Learning Center for 
our scholars became a reality this year because of 
the generosity of our heroes, Archipelago Builders 
and Baque Corporation.

Blessing and Formal Opening:
Second Floor of Learning Center

Almost ten years ago, we had a simple learning center in Ulingan, Tondo that
could only accommodate around 40 to 50 children. Now, the PEARLS Learning
Center in Bocaue, Bulacan got bigger with the addition of the second floor. Our
hundreds of scholars now have a bigger space where they can study, research,
and mentor one another. The Learning Center will also house our Daycare Center
for the preschool scholars.

On April 6, Fr. Graziano Gaviolli led the blessing and official opening with our
volunteers, partners, scholars, and friends.

International Mandela Day
July 18 marks the Nelson Mandela International Day. And for the
second year, we are honored to be chosen by the South African
Embassy as their community partner in commemorating this
important occasion. True to Mandela’s commitment to serve the
marginalized, we held medical check-ups, dental screening, and gift
giving for our scholars in Bulacan.
 
The celebration was made even more meaningful with the launch of
the “Nelson Mandela Youth Leadership Network”. The Network is
composed of our college scholars as pioneer members. It aims to
provide them with various trainings to hone their leadership skills and
to inspire them to become true change-makers in their community.
 
We are very grateful to the South African Embassy and to the United
Nations Information Centre for making all of these possible!



Raising Funds and Awareness

April 6. IVolunteer organized the "Go!
Volunteer" expo in Glorietta, Makati to
shine a light on the advocacies of
different NGOs and to encourage more
people to get involved.

IVolunteer's GoVolunteer and BayaniRun

October 20.  Gold Leaf Ink, led and owned by
Regina Estrada, organized a unique fundraising
initiative for the benefit of our feeding program.
Hundreds of customers showed up for the Tattoo
Flash Day held in California, US!

November 17. BayaniRun is an annual
advocacy run of IVolunteer that aims to
raise funds for NGOs and to highlight
their various causes.

June 22. KalayaanSF is a festival in San Francisco, US that
promotes Filipino culture and history. It featured  a cultural
showcase, live entertainment, and concert. We thank Radi
Calalang and the staff of the 2019 KalayaanSF Festival (Union
Square) for the invitation and support.

Tattoo Flash Day

KalayaanSF

Future Faces is an organization formed by a group of  dynamic high school students in International School Manila (ISM). Even at a young age, they
have a strong sense of social awareness and responsibility.They are committed to make a positive change in the communities that we serve.
Because of their dedication and hard work, we will be building a multi-purpose center in Bulacan, together with Green Antz, and Fabtech Master
Builders. This will house our several programs that will benefit the scholars and their families. Future Faces also organized a Gala Dinner on
September 7 to raise funds for the building. We are very humbled and grateful to partner with these inspiring youth.

ISM Future Faces

April 27.  Alexander Mann Solutions
organized a block screening of "Avengers:
Endgame" to raise funds for our feeding
and educational programs. Our scholars
also had fun watching the movie!

WE•EAT MNL, a student-led organization at
the University of Asia and the Pacific,
spearheaded a campaign to sell wheat
cutlery sets. The proceeds of the sale was
allotted for the Scholarship Program.

'Avengers' Block Screening We-Eat MNL
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Special Events

June 7. Every year, our Founder and Executive Director
Melissa Villa celebrates her birthday by honoring Mothers
in the communities. For her 55th birthday, she invited 55
Mothers from Tondo and Bulacan for a special luncheon.
We recognize the love, devotion, and sacrifices of these
strong women to uplift their families despite the hardships
they are experiencing. Their hard work and resilience
constantly inspire us to continue doing what we do – for
the children, for the community, and for all the amazing
women.

Melissa's Birthday 
Celebration with 55 
Mothers

Grow Together: PEARLS 9th Anniversary

August 31. Nine years ago, the mother and daughter tandem of Melissa and
Francesca started Project PEARLS. Although they were living in California, it did
not stop them from helping the children and families in Ulingan, Tondo. Their close
family and friends in Manila, led by Melissa’s brother Juan, together with Photo
Kalye and Sidney Snoeck, were instrumental in establishing the roots of Project
PEARLS in Ulingan. The journey that led to where the organization right now is not
a straight path. There were challenges and setbacks, and a lot of sleepless nights
and tears. But because of the incredible organizations and individuals who
believed in our mission, the dreams and vision turned into reality.
 
As we celebrate the nine years of PEARLS, we gathered our heroes for a simple
get-together to show our gratitude and love. GROW Together showcased our
journey for the past nine years, our current programs, and a look into the future
plans of Project PEARLS. We also officially launched our newest program, GROW:
Giving Resources and Opportunities for Women. GROW is a social enterprise that
aims to empower women through livelihood skills and stable income source.
 
We hope that this gathering inspired our volunteers, donors, partners, and
sponsors to continue walking with us in this journey to serve the future of our
nation – the children and the youth.

Special thanks to Solution Space in Makati for allowing us to use the venue for free.
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Christmas Events

December 7. It has been a yearly
tradition for Michelle Concepcion to
share her birthday blessings in the
communities we serve. This year, she
brought hundreds of gift bags and toys
for our scholars and families in Bocaue,
Bulacan. It was a meaningful birthday
celebration filled with love, laughter,
and smiles. We are grateful to Michelle
and family for always keeping PEARLS
children in their hearts.

Michelle Concepcion's Birthday 
and early Christmas Treat

Adopt-a-Family and Christmas Toy Drive

December 22, 23, and 24; January 18. 
We are always amazed by the immense generosity of people from
different parts of the world. Because of them, thousands of
families and children had a memorable and extra special
celebration of Christmas.

gifts for children and youth
4,200+

Noche Buena packs for families

1,400+
Five communities covered:

Tondo, Manila
Bocaue, Bulacan
Naic, Cavite
Zamboanga Sibugay
Capas, Tarlac
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THE YEAR IN NUMBERS

We believe in transparency and accountability. We recognize that the support of our 
Heroes is based on mutual trust that donations are utilized to help children and families 

in the best ways possible.
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Financial Highlights

Total donations received in the Philippines: Php 6,359,117.00
(equivalent to USD 129,777.90, assuming PHP 1 = USD 49 exchange rate)

Total donations received in the US: USD 345,427.12

USD402,832.89
USD475,205.02

2018 2019

Total Donations

USD415,478.8

USD494,069.64

2018 2019

Total Expenditures
(PH and US)

Philippine Donations US and Int'l Donations

Total Donations
(PH and US)

Public Support Grants

USD 195,815.00
(41%)

USD 279,390.02
(59%)

Sources of Donations

27%

73%

Admin Programs

USD 449,663.29
(91%)

USD 44,406.35
(9%)

Expenditure Allocations
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Online Presence

Facebook Followers

Through our online engagement, we are able to reach out to more advocates and heroes in different parts of the world. More
importantly, it allows us to share the stories of families and communities who constantly inspire us to continue on with our mission.

31,007

Instagram Followers
9,078

Volunteer Sign-ups
1,934

Website Visits
127,438
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Helping the poorest of the poor children in the Philippines to have better lives.

www.projectpearls.org info@projectpearls.org PBSP Building, Magallanes St. corner 
Real St., Intramuros, Manila 1002

ProjectPearls1 @projectpearls

We are grateful to our dedicated and talented volunteer photographers who tirelessly capture 'One Love' in motion: 
Sidney Snoeck, Rita Dela Cruz, Divine Degollacion, and Jay-R Panagsagan.

(All photos in this Annual Report are rightfully owned by them and are published with their permission.)


